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The College of Engineering’s
Richard and Eleanor Towner Prize for
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT INSTRUCTORS 

General Information
The College of Engineering will recognize GSIs who have demonstrated excellence in teaching during the past calendar year.  Up to four $1500 awards will be granted.  Nominations must be submitted by 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 18, 2012.  Awardees will be announced in March 2012.

Eligibility
All engineering graduate students who served as a GSI for an engineering course during the winter 2011, spring/summer 2011, or fall 2011 terms are eligible.  Former winners are not eligible. 

Selection Criteria 
Nominees must demonstrate the following:
1. exceptional ability and creativity as an instructor (e.g., use of effective teaching strategies, creation of course materials, etc.) 
2. thorough understanding of the course content, and
3. remarkable dedication to student success.

Nominations
Faculty, graduate students, and undergraduate students can nominate an engineering GSI for the award. A complete nomination packet includes (1) a nomination cover sheet, (2) one to three faculty letter(s) of recommendation and (3) three to six student recommendation forms.  Self-Nominations are acceptable. All nomination packets must be completed and received by 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 18, 2012. Late nomination packets will not be accepted under any circumstances. Submit nomination packets to:

Tershia Pinder-Grover, tpinder@umich.edu 
(with subject line “2012 Towner Prize for Outstanding GSIs Nomination”)

Selection Process
Nominations will be judged by a selection committee composed of engineering faculty, graduate students, and staff.  The selection committee will make the final decision regarding the awardees. 


Questions or inquiries may be directed to Tershia Pinder-Grover, tpinder@umich.edu or 734-615-9263.






Interested nominees may also want to apply for the Rackham Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award. (http://www.rackham.umich.edu/faculty_staff/awards/student_funding/outstanding_graduate_student_instructor_awards/)

The College of Engineering’s
Richard and Eleanor Towner Prize for
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT INSTRUCTORS 

Guidelines for Nominations


The following guidelines must be met in order for a nomination packet to be reviewed by the selection committee.  A complete nomination packet includes (1) a nomination cover sheet, (2) one to three faculty letter(s) of recommendation and (3) three to six student recommendation forms. Each letter should include the name of the nominee; course name, number and section; semester in which the course was taught, and the name of the recommender.  Each letter should be kept brief (one single-spaced typed page maximum).  

1. Nomination Cover Sheet
A nomination cover sheet must be completed for each GSI.  This will ensure that the nominee’s information will be on record and that the packet is processed and reviewed completely.  The cover sheet is included on page 4 of this packet.

2. Faculty Letter of Recommendation
The nomination packet must include at least one, and not more than three, letters of recommendation from faculty member(s).  Preferably, one of the nominating faculty members is the course instructor.  The letter should include an assessment of the teaching contributions of the GSI, emphasizing any effective or innovative teaching approaches, knowledge of the course content, and dedication to student success.  In addition, faculty should describe the qualities that make the nominee special or unusual among other GSIs in the department or program.

3. Student Recommendation Form
The nomination packet must include at least three, and not more than six, letters of recommendation from students enrolled in one of the classes taught by the GSI during the winter 2011, spring/summer 2011, or fall 2011.  Students should answer the four questions on the student recommendation form found on page 5. The answers to these questions must not exceed two pages if handwritten or a single page if typed.  Handwritten submissions must be written clearly and legibly.



The College of Engineering’s
Richard and Eleanor Towner Prize for
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT INSTRUCTORS 
Nomination Cover Sheet
(Self-nominations are acceptable.)
	Graduate Student Instructor Information

	Full Name:
	
	
	

		Last
	First
	Middle Initial

	Course:
	
	
	Term:
	

	Department:
	
	

	
	
	

	Address:
	
	

		Street Address
	Apartment/Unit #

	
	
	
	

		City
	State
	Zip Code

	Home Phone:
	
	Alternate Phone:
	

	E-mail 
Address:
	
	



	Nominator Information

	Full Name:
	
	
	

		Last
	First
	Middle Initial

	Title/Rank:
	
	

	
	
	

	Address:
	
	

		Street Address
	Apartment/Unit #

	
	
	
	

		City
	State
	Zip Code

	Home Phone:
	
	Alternate Phone:
	

	E-mail 
Address:
	
	


A completed cover sheet must accompany all nominations for the College of Engineering’s Towner Prize for Outstanding GSIs.  Please make copies of this sheet as necessary.  Completed nominations are due to tpinder@umich.edu by Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.
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OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT INSTRUCTORS 
Student Recommendation Form

Please submit completed copies of this form with the nomination packet. 

	Student Recommendation Information

	GSI’s Name:
	
	
	

	
	Last
	First
	Middle Initial

	Course Number
	

	
Term:
	|_|Winter 2011
	|_|Spring/Summer 2011
	|_|Fall 2011

	Your Name
	
	

	
	Last
	First
	Middle Initial

	Your Address:
	
	

	
	Street Address
	Apartment/Unit #

	
	
	
	

		City
	State
	Zip Code

	Home Phone:
	
	Alternate Phone:
	

	
E-mail Address:
	



I give my permission to allow the nominated GSI to read this letter after the awards process.
|_| yes 			|_| no

Please answer the following four questions with a short paragraph by providing specific examples. Your answers to these questions must not exceed two pages if handwritten or a single page if typed.  You may use the back of this form for your answers. Handwritten submissions must be written clearly and legibly.

1. What makes the GSI you are recommending unique in comparison to other GSIs? Comment on her/his use of effective teaching strategies, creation of course materials, or other examples of creativity in teaching. 
2. How does your GSI demonstrate his/her proficiency in the area/field in which he/she is teaching?
3. How does he/she demonstrate dedication to your success as a student (e.g., availability, explanations, responsiveness, rapport, etc.)?
4. Is there anything else you would like to mention? (optional)

A completed cover sheet must accompany all nominations for the College of Engineering’s Towner Prize for Outstanding GSIs.  Please make copies of this sheet as necessary.  Completed nominations are due to tpinder@umich.edu by Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.
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