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It has been an exciting
and turbulent six months
since the end of Sunrayce
‘97.  After ten days of racing
in nearly perfect sunny
weather, the team was
pleased to finish sixth out of
a field of thirty-six cars.

We would like to for-
mally thank all of our spon-
sors of the Wolverine Pro-
ject.  It is because of your
support that we did so well in
Sunrayce.  We were happy to
be recognized as one of the
top competitors in the field.

Since this summer, we
have begun anew.  The

MaizeBlaze Project was offi-
cially started in September of
1997.  We have already begun
work on all aspects of the new
car and expect to begin test
chassis construction in March.

Unfortunately, due to
some accounting beauracracy,
we have had problems access-
ing our accounts during this
past term.  Jose Alvarez, our
new Head of Operations, has
done a superb job of solving
these difficulties and we are
again free to publish these
newsletters.

With that said, I would
like to introduce myself as the

Project Manager of the   Maize-
Blaze Project.  Feel free to con-
tact myself, Jose, or Reuben
Rohrschneider (the new Vehicle
Systems Coordinator) with any
questions concerning the Maize-
Blaze team.

The MaizeBlaze team has
developed a unique vision for the
next two years.  We are commit-
ted to producing the best vehicle
and the best team at Sunrayce
‘99.  Following that, we will pre-
sent ourselves, our team, the Uni-
versity and our sponsors with
pride.  Only when we accomplish
this will we feel that we have the
best chance of reclaiming the na-
tional championship.

During our finals last
semester, we received an in-
teresting notice from the
headquarters of the World
Solar Challenge.  The 1998
World Solar Challenge has
been postponed until October
1999.

Typically, after the
1996 race, the next event
would have been three years
later.  Due to a change in the
ownership of the race, the
decision was made to change
the race to a two year cycle.
Unfortunately, since race
sponsorship was not secured
in time for 1998, the officials

moved the race to 1999.
The team is currently de-

ciding whether or not to partici-
pate in World Solar Challenge
1999.  The last project to race
in Australia was Maize & Blue
in 1993, and we would be look-
ing forward to racing in the
Outback again. Hopefully, we
will be informing you of our
decision in the next Solar Ex-
press.  Please contact us if you
have any ideas or comments on
the team going to Australia.

Both articles written by Jed
Christiansen, Layout by Jose
Alvarez
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S u n r a y c e  ‘9 7  R e s u lt s

S c h o o l T im e

1 . C a l. S t a t e  - L .A .  

2 8 :4 1 :3 4

2 . M IT               2 9 :0 0 :2 0

3 . S t a n fo r d  - U C  B e r k e le y     2 9 :3 3 :1 5

4 . T e x a s  A & M  U n iv e r s it y  2 9 :4 7 :2 1

5 . R o s e -H u lm a n  In s t . T e c h .  3 1 :3 7 :5 4

6 . U n iv e r s it y  o f  M ic h ig a n  3 2 :1 4 :0 1

7 . U n iv e r s it y  o f  W a t e r lo o  3 2 :2 2 :0 4

O th e r U n iv e rs ity  o f M ic h ig a n  A w a rd s :

* 3 rd  P la c e  D a y  T h re e  (G o d fre y , Ill. - F u lto n , M o .)


