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Abstract: On April 15, 2007 the scientific world will commemorate Leonhard Euler’s 300

th
 birthday. Euler’s eminent work 

has become famous in many fields: Mathematics, mechanics, optics, acoustics, astronomy and geodesy, even in the theory of 

music. This presentation will recall his no less distinguished contributions to the founding of the modern theory of ships. 

These are not so widely known to the general professional public. In laying these foundations in ship theory like in other fields 

Euler was seeking “first principles, generality, order and above all clarity”. The presentation will highlight those 

achievements for which we owe him our gratitude. 


