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Focus on Sustainable Fuels 

and 
Effects of Free Water in Distillation Columns 

 
Focus on Sustainable Fuels – Fuels in the future will come from many sources and will be very 

diverse.  How is Shell addressing this challenge through technology and R&D, and what are the roles of 
scientists in these developments? 

Effects of Free Water in Distillation Columns – Water ingress into hydrocarbon distillations can 
be very problematic, especially in low-pressure hot systems.  This presentation describes the phenomenon as 
it occurs in packed distillation columns and demonstrates some of the dangers.  This is an applied R&D 
presentation that links some separations fundamental s with plant data. 
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