


Jerome Goldman — Notable Nautical Innovator

By Conny CooN

EROME GoLpMAN (BSE NAME ’44, ScD

Hon ’73) grew up in Gary, Indiana, an

industrial city surrounded by a sea of
corn. And like his hometown, Goldman became
industrious and a lifelong captive
of the sea — the watery kind. It
was obvious, just from looking at
his sketches of ships in second-
grade notebooks, and his designs
for ships and offshore oil rigs that
transformed maritime industries.

He sailed through high school
in three years and headed for the
University of Michigan. Just a
few months after he arrived, Pearl
Harbor rocked the nation. When
poor eyesight kept Goldman
from serving alongside his class-
mates, he immersed himself in his
engineering courses, finding that
they meshed well with his interest
in ships.

He also found a mentor, Louis “Cap” Baier, a
Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering
professor who had a tremendous influence on
Goldman, who said that he (Baier) insisted
students “take a professional approach, always.

He brought the practical world into our college
courses.” Baier also was instrumental in push-
ing large classes of students, including Gold-
man, through telescoped programs that granted
bachelor’s degrees in only three years to provide
the wartime Navy with educated officers.

With Baier’s guidance, Goldman, just 19 years
old, graduated from Michigan Engineering and
landed a job building military landing craft at
the Higgins Shipyard in New Orleans. When the
war ended, the shipyard’s work began to dry up.
A year later, Goldman moved on, launching a
career as a consulting engineer at age 22.

“I was a little young to be starting my own
company,” said Goldman, who weathered some
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lean years but gradually found an eager market
for his ship designs. In 1949, with Commander
V. M. Friede, he formed the naval architecture
firm of Friede & Goldman.

He realized early on that ship design hadn’t
changed much in 50 years. “Leaders in the indus-

Jerome and Lynne Goldman on the bridge of “The World.”

try had a hard time going forward with some-
thing new,” he said. “Most engineers tend to do
just the engineering, but I was curious to see how
people use things — their needs should determine
how we use technology to solve problems.”

Goldman’s insight enabled him to do some
innovative engineering, designing barges that
could be lifted onto ships and transported over-
seas, thereby eliminating the need to unload and
re-load cargoes. The technology was spectacular,
but convincing clients that it would improve
efficiency and profits required some razzle-dazzle.
So Goldman called upon his high-school experi-
ence as a debater and an actor to dramatize how
his design would minimize the time ships spend
in port and maximize their time at sea.

The rest is history. Goldman’s designs are
still mainstays in maritime shipping industries
throughout the world. They also became the
object of some unexpected attention.

“I got a telephone call from Chevron, one of

www.engin.umich.edu

the big oil companies that were planning to drill
in the Gulf of Mexico but didn’t know anything
about it.” The opportunity led to yet another

of Goldman’s contributions to naval engineer-
ing: mobile drilling vessels. His designs are still
integral to off-shore drilling technologies.

Friede & Goldman became an engineering
juggernaut. After 50 years at the helm, presiding
over its development as a company synonymous
with “nautical innovation” and its evolution
into Friede Goldman Halter, Goldman slowed
down a few knots to spend more time enjoying
his two daughters, six grandchildren, a collec-
tion of beloved history books, and world travel
with Lynne, his wife of 53 years. He eventually
sold the business in 1996 and, today, calls New
Orleans home. He shows his affection for “The
Big Easy,” supporting its symphony, bolstering
efforts to solve the city’s violent crime problem
and post-Katrina reconstruction, and developing
a 14-story condominium complex that overlooks
the Mississippi River.

Goldman’s roots are deep and strong at the
College of Engineering. In 1977, the
Department of Naval Architecture and Marine
Engineering dedicated the (Jerome L.) Goldman
Wing. In 1996, he received the Alumni Society
Medal, Michigan Engineering’s highest honor.
And to this day, the mere mention of his name
sparks discussions of nautical innovation, the
power of curiosity and a man who, as a young
boy, fell in love with the sea. — E

Traveling The World

Jerome Goldman isn’t easy to track down — he
and Lynne are usually on the move aboard “The
World,” a one-of-a-kind luxury ship with private
residences and all the comforts of home, at sea.
They favor Australia and New Zealand, explored
China and Europe in 2007, and have a lifetime of
The World’s exotic destinations ahead of them.
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