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BytesQUICK NEWS

BYTES:  FACULTY

DTE Energy Foundation  
Pledge Creates Professorship

DTE Energy Foundation has made a pledge to the College of Engineering and the 
Michigan Memorial Phoenix Energy Institute (MMPEI) to create the DTE Energy 
Professorship of Advanced Energy Research. The contribution reflects DTE Energy’s 
commitment to advanced energy research and belief in MMPEI’s ability to provide 
solutions to energy-related challenges worldwide. The gift came as part of Michigan 
Engineering’s Progress & Promise: 150th Anniversary Campaign.

“This grant, one of the largest our foundation has ever made, underscores DTE 
Energy’s commitment to leading our state and industry in creating an energy future 
that’s sustainable and that offers reliable, affordable energy,” said Fred Shell, DTE 
Energy vice president of corporate and government affairs and president of the 
DTE Energy Foundation. “We’re looking forward to collaborating with the Univer-
sity on this exciting and critically important work.”

The DTE Energy professorship will support a faculty member whose research 
will include alternative energy sources, energy storage and conversion, transpor-
tation, fuels or sustainability. This high-profile position will bolster Michigan’s 
research and teaching, while preparing tomorrow’s energy leaders. 

“The DTE Energy Professorship will permanently link DTE Energy with the 
University’s energy activities, significantly advancing our expertise in an area that’s 
of keen interest to both DTE Energy and the University,” said David C. Munson, 
Jr., Robert J. Vlasic Dean of Engineering. 

“As the state’s leading diversified energy company with a strong interest in en-
couraging creative approaches to energy challenges, DTE Energy is an ideal partner 
in the University’s expanding energy education and research agenda,” said MMPEI 
Director Gary Was, professor of nuclear engineering and radiological sciences as 
well as materials science and engineering. “This high-visibility partnership holds 
extraordinary promise for the future.”

Computing Breakthrough  
Could Ramp Up Security
Using pulses of light a team of researchers has accelerated quantum 
computers to speeds that could lead to tougher data protection, more 
rapid deciphering of encryption codes, and dramatic improvements 
in national and personal security. A new paper on the results of 
this research, “Coherent Optical Spectroscopy of a Strongly Driven 
Quantum Dot,” appeared in the August 17 issue of Science. Duncan 
Steel, Robert J. Hiller Professor of Engineering in the Department 
of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, is one of the lead 
authors of the paper. Faculty from the University of California-San 
Diego and the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington, D.C., also 
contributed. 	 Continued on page 24

(l-r) Robert J. Buckler, president and chief operating officer of Detroit Edison, MMPEI Director Gary Was, and 

Fred Shell, DTE Energy vice president of corporate and government affairs and president of the DTE Energy 

Foundation.
Campaign Progress

Progress & Promise: 150th Anniversary Campaign gifts and pledges 
now total approximately $243 million. This figure includes 
gifts to be matched by the President’s Donor Challenge, which 
supports need-based financial aid and creates endowed professor-
ships. The Challenge is an opportunity for donors to increase the 
impact of their gifts.

The campaign kicked off publicly in May 2004 with a well-de-
fined theme – the acknowledgement of the undisputed progress 
Michigan Engineering has made and fostered throughout its 
history, and its bright promise for continued excellence in educa-
tion, research and service.

August 31, 2007 $243 Million

$242,884,599
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