Graduate Student Advisory Committee 
Minutes
September 22, 2011
10:00-11:30, 2210 LEC

Attendees
Staff:
Andria Rose
Shira Washington

Students: 
Andy Boucher, NERS
Tami McDunn, AOSS
Carl McGill, BME
Katie Sebeck, MSE
Zohar Strinka, IOE
Sanat Talmaki, CEE
Steve Vozar, ME

 
Absent
Allie Mazzia, CSE
Thomas McKenney, NAME
Mahta Mousavi, EE:Sys
Morgan Parker, NAME
Robinson Seda, BME
Aayush Shah, Macro
Mohammad Sichani, ChE
Sara Spangelo, Aero 
Heidi Zipperian, EE
   

DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. MI Engineering Promise Program Discussion—Sandra Hines, hinesone@umich.edu 
· If you have any thoughts on how you’d like to interact with alumni, or how her office can utilize alumni more, contact her.

2. 9/22 & 9/29 Fellowship Application Workshops, 3:00-4:30, Johnson Rooms LEC—Shira 
· Shira is still looking for an international student with a fellowship to serve on this panel.  

3. Note Change: 11/5 UM vs. Western Michigan University Hockey Game, 7:35, Yost Ice Arena 
· Tickets will be available starting 9/27 in 1240 LEC from 7:30am-11:30am.  Grad students can get 1 free ticket.

4. 10/19 Using Social Media Effectively for Career Development—Volunteer Needed
http://www.engin.umich.edu/academics/gradprograms/studentactivities/workshops/media.html 

5. 10/25 Writing a Research Grant Proposal, 12:00-1:30, Johnson Rooms B&C LEC-Tami

6. 11/11 Engineering Graduate Symposium  http://www.engin.umich.edu/academics/gradprograms/gradsymposium/ 
· 9/30 deadline to register to present a poster
· 9/28 1st meeting of the Prospective  Student Planning Committee—let Andria know if you’d like to join it
· Andria will announce volunteer opportunities in a couple of weeks

7. 12/8 Snap Out of It Stress Reduction Workshop, 4:00-5:00, Johnson Rooms LEC—Volunteer Needed
· Motivational speaker, Leslie Charles, will present this workshop

8. Extra Events?
· There is extra money in our budget for events.  Two suggestions were made:
· We are adding an outing to Wiard’s Orchard on 10/22 from 11:00-6:00
· We will look into arranging for a financial planning workshop to cover topics such as how to save money while not making much, starting a 401K, and what to do once you are making money.  (Recommended speaker—Catherine Grainer from UM Credit Union)

9. Miscellaneous 
· Shira is planning a Graduate School Prep workshop for our undergrads on 10/5 from 5:00-6:00 in 1200 EECS.  She is looking for grad students to sit on this panel.  Please contact her at sjwashin@umich.edu if you are available.
· Prizes for graduate students have been increased this year:
· Distinguished Leadership Awards (one per department)
· Richard and Eleanor Towner Prize for Distinguished Academic Achievement (one per department, 2 for ME, 3 for EECS, prize is $1000)
· Richard and Eleanor Towner Prize for Outstanding Ph.D. Dissertation Proposal-this is new and 3 will win $1500
· Richard and Eleanor Towner Prize for Outstanding Ph.D. Research—this will replace last year’s OPSRA prize, 3 will win $2500
· Richard and Eleanor Towner Prize for Outstanding GSIs—4 will win $1500

FYI

Future GSAC Meetings 
· November 22, 2011—Johnson Rooms, 11:00-12:30 (Lunch provided) 
· January 24, 2012—2210 LEC, 10:00-11:30 

