Graduate Student Advisory Committee 
Minutes
November 22, 2011
11:00-12:30, Johnson Rooms


Attendees
Staff:
Mike Nazareth
Andria Rose
Shira Washington

Students: 
Allie Mazzia, CSE
Tami McDunn, AOSS
Carl McGill, BME
Thomas McKenney, NAME
Mahta Mousavi, EE:Sys
Morgan Parker, NAME
Robinson Seda, BME
Aayush Shah, Macro
Katie Sebeck, MSE
Zohar Strinka, IOE


Absent
Andy Boucher, NERS
Laura Chang, ChE
Sara Spangelo, Aero 
Sanat Talmaki, CEE
Steve Vozar, ME
Heidi Zipperian, EE   
DISCUSSION ITEMS

1. 10/19 Using Social Media Effectively for Career Development Recap—Tami
· 22 attended
· Rated 3.72/5.00
· Facebook/Twitter/Linked-In were the focus 

2. 10/22 Wiard’s Orchard Outing Recap
· 116 tickets purchased
· Rated 4.37/5.00
· International students especially enjoyed the outing, but others without kids didn’t find much to do
· If repeated in the future, Wassem’s was recommended as another option since they have a larger orchard and a corn maze
· We should provide cider and donuts at a particular time to promote socializing

3. 10/25 Writing a Research Grant Proposal Recap—Tami
· 29 attended
· Content was too basic and mostly focused on services provided by Sweetland Writing Center

4. 11/5 UM vs. Bentley Hockey Game, 7:35, Yost Ice Arena 
· 100 tickets purchased and all but 1 used
· Good way to relax

5. 11/11 Engineering Graduate Symposium Recap 
· 229 grad students presented posters
· 115 travel grant recipients attended
· Should promote benefits of presenting to grad students (conference prep, prizes)
· Hardly anybody at the meeting heard about the outstanding research award through their department.  A self-nomination process within the department was thought to be an interesting idea.

6. 12/8 Snap Out of It Stress Reduction Workshop, 4:00-5:00, Johnson Rooms LEC—Andy
http://www.engin.umich.edu/academics/gradprograms/studentactivities/workshops/stress.html 
· 66 registered so far
· Please consider registering yourself and help promote it to others

7. 1/26 Deans’ Forum Luncheon, 12:00-1:30, Johnson Rooms—Katie
http://www.engin.umich.edu/academics/gradprograms/studentactivities/socials/deansforum.html 

8. 2/24 CoE Bowling Challenge, 10:00PM-12:30AM, Colonial Lanes—Mahta & Carl
http://www.engin.umich.edu/academics/gradprograms/studentactivities/socials/bowling.html 

· Decided for charity to collect canned goods and/or have the participants go to Food Gatherer’s website to make a donation and bring receipt to alley as proof

9. Department Visit Weekend Committee https://www.engin.umich.edu/form/edvcommittee
· If you’re interested in serving on the planning committee for this March event, please register at the link above.  Our first meeting will be in mid-December.

10. INK (Info you Need to Know) Website Review: http://www.engin.umich.edu/students/ink/ 
· Please thoroughly read through this website and let Andria know if anything should be revised or added.

11. Lunch with a Graduate Student http://www.engin.umich.edu/gradadmissions/lunchwithgrad/ 
· Grad students can register to serve as mentors in December
· Undergrads will register January-April
· When you’re paired you’ll take your student to lunch to talk about preparing for grad school

12. New Email System
· Due to the high volume of email that’s being sent to coe-grad-students-announce@umich.edu, the College is switching to a new announcement format.  People wishing to announce an event will fill out an event form and that event will be added to a student calendar on Google.  Announcements that are non-event related will be submitted via another form and will go into a newsletter.  These announcements will be sent in a digest daily initially and then less frequently after a while.  Any further comments/suggestions should be made to Andria, since she is on the email committee.

13. Miscellaneous 
· Mike asked what the latest date should be for distributing application fee waivers.  It was agreed that the weekend before Thanksgiving is ideal.
· Mike asked about interaction with Rackham this fall.  Students responded that they haven’t heard much other than a few events that were announced repeatedly.

FYI

Future GSAC Meetings 
· January 24, 2012—2210 LEC, 10:00-11:30 
· March 27, 2012—Johnson Room A, 11:00-12:30 (lunch provided)
· May 24, 2012—2210 LEC, 10:00-11:30

